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(9) Belief in Spirits, Information Screening and Cases of Good Judges in Pre-modern China
Wu Yuanyuan 133 «

In modern centrism, belief in spirits is usually seen as an obstacle to ascertaining the facts,
particularly in legal cases- However, it obviously played an active role in ascertaining the facts
and identifying causal relations if we examine the practice of* using tricks” in pre-modern China-
One case from the Model Judicial Cases (Zhe Yu Gui Jian) is taken as an example.- A game
model is applied to simple simulations of quantitative relations, so as to analyze the rationale of
self-disclosure and show the constructive role played by belief in spirits in the effective operation
of the self-disclosure mechanism through satisfying incentive compatibility constraints- It is also
suggested that belief in spirits actually influenced the severity of punishment in early Chinese so-
ciety - On this basis, the author endeavors to provide a materialist interpretation of the limits of
application and the implications for the future of belief in spirits, to enable a comprehensive and
thorough exploration of the operation of the legal system in early Chinese society from a social

science perspective-

(10) Self-Awareness in China’s New Literature and the Debate over “Orienting Literature towards
the Masses” He Zhongming . 144 .

The" literature for the masses  debate in the 1930s and 1940s marked an important step in
the self-awareness of China's new literature in terms of spirit and style- It reflected the self-re-
newal and development of May Fourth Literature- The debate stimulated a nationalist awakening
in the new literature, and laid the foundations for its public reception- In the political context of
the times, it was heavily utilitarian, which had a positive effect on its connection with social real-
ities but to a certain degree a negative one on the objectivity and depth of the discussion- As a
matter of fact, the question of “ literature for the masses  is still relevant even in contemporary
globalization: and the debate still has lessons for contemporary literary creation: national charac-
teristics should be regarded as the starting point for the development of Chinese literature; close,
scientific and effective relations should be built between writers and the public; and writers

should have a sense of social responsibility and an idealist spirit -

(11) Revealed in the Interpretation and Reconstruction of Tradition. The Establishment of the Basic
Concepts of Poetics in the Early Qing Dynasty Jiang Yin +158 «

Poetic theory and ideas about creativity were constructed in the early Qing dynasty in the
course of criticism of Ming dynasty poetics- The process involved simultaneously the recon-
struction of an ethical order, the establishment of stylistic paradigms, innovation in ideas about
creation, and adjustment of the lineage of knowledge- Re-interpretation and reconstruction of

tradition remained a focus of poetics- The bulk of the literature on poetics at the turn of the
o 206 e



