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On the French Crown’s Reception of the Tridentine Decrees in Early Modern Period
Li Delong

Abstract; The rather long process of official reception of the Tridentine decrees in France, which lasted from 1564 to
1615.could be divided into three periods. The French Crown at first acted to postpone the reception, then it turned to
receive the decrees selectively,and finally it gave tacit consent to the local churches to accept the decrees independently.
The vital clue to understand whether the French Crown received the decrees or not is that,on one hand, the Crown’s
strategy to settle the religious crisis within the Gallican church was in contradiction with its reception of the decrees. On
the other hand, the objective of the Crown to reform the church and bring one faith back to France was in line with the
goal of the Council of Trent. The long process of the decrees’ reception in France, which lasted nearly half-century,
could be viewed not only as an epitome of the relations between the French Crown and the Roman Curia, but also as a
reflection of the evolution of church-state relations in France.

Keywords: Tridentine Decrees; French Crown; Wars of Religion; Royal Edict; Gallicanism
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