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An analysis of the religious origins of African traditional values

ZHANG Hongming
( Institute of West Asian and African Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100101 China)

Abstract: Africans are deeply religious and their interpretations of natural social and spiritual phenom—
ena are also derived from religion. The unity of religion and life forms the philosophical foundation of African
traditional culture and leaves an indelible mark on all areas of personal and social life. As the core of African
traditional culture especially spiritual culture traditional religions are also important sources of African tradi—
tional values. Africans’ unified and harmonious outlook on the universe human-centered humanism attitudes
that focus on life in the world group-based community awareness and orderly hierarchical concepts can all be
traced in traditional religious beliefs. At present African society is on the course of transformation to moderni—
zation. However they do not lose their traditional beliefs completely as African traditional religions still play
a subtle role in many aspects of African social life.

Key words: Africa; traditional religions; traditional values; influence



