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Abstract

From the liberal era to the introduction of the 2014 constitution, Egypt has
experienced nearly a century of constitutional history. The Islamic element is also
changing as Egypt's secular government struggled with religious forces. In Egyptian
liberal era, the secular government introduced the first democratic constitution in
history, which has little related to Islam. In stark contrast to the Islamic element of the
constitution, the interaction between Islamist political forces and secular government
is pervasive in reality. In Egypt under Nasser, the government introduced three
constitutions, whose provisions on Islamic elements are basically the same as the
1923 constitution. Nasser government guided by secularism did not allow religion to
interfere in politics. This period, there has been no discernible rise in the role of Islam
whether in political field or in the constitution. In Egypt under Sadat, the government
introduced the 1971 constitution. The constitution contains provisions on the
principles of sharia law for the first time. Correspondingly, the Islam political power
made development during this period. Since the Arab spring, Egypt has made two
constitution in three years. The role of Islam in the constitution has shifted
dramatically. In reality, the Islamic and secular political forces are also in constant
confrontation and compromise.

Compared Egypt's constitution over the past century, the constitution has
manifested the distinct secularism and the foreignness. As part of the constitution,
Islam’s status has experienced the change from low to high, from the vague principle
stipulation to the substantive operational stipulation. Specifically, the role of Islam in
the modern Egyptian constitution has undergone three significant changes. The 1971
constitution's provision that "Islamic law is the principal source of legislation" gave
the Islamic element its first substantive role. The 2012 constitution's stipulation on
al-Azhar and its interpretation of the principles of Islamic law let the role of Islam in
the constitution enhance greatly. The 2014 constitution deleted many controversial

Islamic clauses, which made the status of the Islamic element has largely returned to



the provisions of the 1971 constitution.

Throughout the history of Egyptian constitutionalism over the past hundred
years, the process of enacting the constitution of Egypt has never been free from the
influence of Islam, but the role of Islam in the constitution varies from time to time.
The changes in the Islamic element of constitution-making can show the political
changes and the competition between religious and secular forces in this period. The
role of Islam in the constitution of modern Egypt has undergone a slow and tortuous
change. Although the secular forces that dominated power are in fierce competition
with the Islamic forces, Islam is still gradually integrated into the modern secular
constitutional order and plays a role. In the future, Egypt should better integrate
tradition and modernity and foster a constitutional culture with  broad consensus and
Local characteristics.

Key words: Egypt, Constitutionalism, Constitution, Islam
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® Bruce K. Rutherford, The struggle for constitutionalism in Egypt: understanding the obstacles to democratic
transition in the Arab world, Connecticut: Yale university Press, 1999, p. 142.

® Arthur Goldschmidt JR, A Brief History of Egypt, Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania State University, 2008, p. 109.

© Arthur Goldschmidt JR, 4 Brief History of Egypt, Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania State University, 2008, p. 109.
CogtENE: (LR R IR KR SEOR IR X ERERT)  OMERER ) , 2016 4E5 3 1,
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© Anthony F. Lang, “From revolutions to constitutions: the case of Egypt”, International Affairs, Vol.89, No.2,
2013, p. 351.

® Anthony F. Lang, “From revolutions to constitutions: the case of Egypt”, International Affairs, Vol.89, No.2,
2013, p. 352.
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' Text of the Constitution of Egypt, Current History (New York), vol.25, no.4, 1927, p. 532.
® Text of the Constitution of Egypt, Current History (New York), vol.25, no.4, 1927, p. 532.
® Text of the Constitution of Egypt, Current History (New York), vol.25, no.4, 1927, p. 533.
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' Text of the Constitution of Egypt, Current History (New York), vol.25, no.4, 1927, p. 532.
® Text of the Constitution of Egypt, Current History (New York), vol.25, no.4, 1927, p. 534.
® Text of the Constitution of Egypt, Current History (New York), vol.25, no.4, 1927, p. 538.
¥ Text of the Constitution of Egypt, Current History (New York), vol.25, no.4, 1927, p. 537.
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® Bruce K. Rutherford, The struggle for constitutionalism in Egypt: understanding the obstacles to democratic
transition in the Arab world, Connecticut: Yale university Press, 1999, p. 145.
? Arthur Goldschmidt JR, 4 Brief History of Egypt, Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania State University, 2008, p. 117.
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" Arthur Goldschmidt JR, 4 Brief History of Egypt, Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania State University, 2008, p. 117.

© Mariz Tadros, The Muslim Brotherhood in Contemporary Egypt: Democracy Defined Or Confined?, London:
Routledge, 2012, p. 56.
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© Arthur Goldschmidt JR, A Brief History of Egypt, Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania State University, 2008, p. 122.
? Laila Amin Morsy, “Farouk in British Policy”, Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 20, No. 4, 1984, p. 198.

® Laila Amin Morsy, “Farouk in British Policy”, Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 20, No. 4, 1984, p. 199.
® Arthur Goldschmidt JR, A Brief History of Egypt, Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania State University, 2008, p. 122.
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" Arthur Goldschmidt JR, A Brief History of Egypt, Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania State University, 2008, p. 128.
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' Hassan Al-Banna, Five Tracts of Hasan al-Banna (1906 - 1949), California: University of California Press,
1978, p. 4.

T CRRALEE SR IGECGEEORTIR)  HIFA, 20124, %279 .

' Mariz Tadros, The Muslim Brotherhood in Contemporary Egypt: Democracy Defined Or Confined?, London:
Routledge, 2012, p. 63.
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© Barry Rubin, Islamic Fundamentalism in Egyptian Politics, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 1990, p. 10.

® Arthur Goldschmidt JR, 4 Brief History of Egypt, Pennsylvania State University, 2008, p. 128.

® Barry Rubin, Islamic Fundamentalism in Egyptian Politics, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 1990, p. 11.

N Barry Rubin, Islamic Fundamentalism in Egyptian Politics, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 1990, p. 11.

® Barry Rubin, Islamic Fundamentalism in Egyptian Politics, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 1990, p. 11.

© James P. Jankowsk, Egypts Young Rebels: Young Egypt, 1933-1952, Stanford, California: Hoover Institution
Press, 1975, p. 176.

@ James P. Jankowsk, Egypts Young Rebels: Young Egypt, 1933-1952, Stanford, California: Hoover Institution
Press, 1975, p. 176.

® James P. Jankowsk, Egypt’s Young Rebels: Young Egypt, 1933-1952, Stanford, California: Hoover Institution
Press, 1975, p. 176.
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® Daniel Crecelius, “Al-Azhar in the Revolution”, Middle East Journal, Vol.20, No.1, 1966, p. 32.

® Daniel Crecelius, “Al-Azhar in the Revolution”, Middle East Journal, Vol.20, No.1, 1966, p- 33.

® Daniel Crecelius, “Al-Azhar in the Revolution”, Middle East Journal, Vol.20, No.1, 1966, p. 33.

UMt (REOLEE ERIRIECEBOATTI ) , BIFRS, 2012 4E, 4 284 1.

® Laila Amin Morsy, “Britain’s Wartime Policy in Egypt, 1940-42”, Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 25, No.1, 1989,
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