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The Decline of the Buddhism Temples in the Southwestern
Bei Zhili Province under the Early Ming Dynasty:

Studying on the Stone Materials

Zhang Jian Chang Jianhua

Abstract : Buddhism in the southwestern part of Hebei province(Zhongshu Sheng) had flourished under the Yu-
an Dynasty. Its number of Buddhist temples was only less than the Tang Dynasty in Chinese history. However, from
the late Yuan dynasty to the early Ming Dynasty, especially from Hongwu to Jingtai period(1368—1457), Buddhist tem-
ples in the southwestern part of Hebei province(Bei zhili) experienced a long decline, until the middle of the Ming Dy-
nasty was revived. Firstly, the cause of this situation is the battles of the early Ming Dynasty, especially the war of Jing-
nan took disaster to the community of Hebei province. Secondly, Ming Taizu was committed to a thorough reform of
people’ s customs of life and religious beliefs in order to construct his political legitimacy of the Ming Dynasty. Many
temples including some ancient famous ones of the southwestern part of Hebei province were destroyed by the orders
force mergence from Ming Taizu. Finally, Ming Taizu imposed a strict ideological limit to many temples by eliminating
the political influence of the Yuan Dynasty. Monks had to slander the Yuan Dynasty, forge or conceal the history in or-
der to protect themselves. The long decline of the monastery in the southwestern part of Hebei province during the ear-
ly Ming Dynasty was due to the religious policy by Ming Taizu based on political purposes.

Key words : the Ming Dynasty; Buddhism temples; stone materials; Bei Zhili province
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