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The Explanation of “Legitimacy ”and“ Sacredness”
——The Core Proposition of China’s

Religious Sociology and Its Forty—year Evolution

LI Xiang—ping
( Department of Sociology East China Normal University Shanghai 201100 China)
Abstract: The core proposition of contemporary Chinese religious sociology can be described as the course
of the legitimacy sanctity continuous communication interaction and even paradox between human be—
ings and gods in Chinese society. In the past 40 years the problem consciousness and its discussion of
Chinese religious sociology have been presented in many aspects such as the multiple proofs of religious
function the fracture of the way of proof of legitimacy the conflict of religious definition and its interpre—
tation the sanctification or social structure etc. The contents and fields of these discussions are very
complex but their research methods are based on functionalism which contributes to the urgency and
necessity of constructing the discourse system and knowledge system of Chinese religious sociology in the
new era.
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