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Freedom and Restriction; Change of Kazakhstan’s
Religious Legal System and Its Enlightenment

BAO Zhenyu
(School of Law, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225127, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: As a multi-ethnic and multi religious Central Asian country, Kazakhstan has been pur-
suing a policy of religious freedom since its independence. The long repressed religion of the Sovi-
et era has been revived, and the number of religious groups and believers has increased rapidly.
At the same time, the religious extremist forces emerge and interact with terrorism, threatening
Kazakhstan’s national security and social stability. The government of Kazakhstan has begun to
adjust its religious policy and revise the law to strengthen the supervision over religious organiza-
tions and their activities, This fully demonstrates the necessity of reasonable restrictions on reli-
gious freedom. Religious freedom and restrictions constitute the dual variations surrounding the
maintenance of national security and social stability.

Key words: Kazakhstan; religious policy; legal reform
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