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Standardized Interpretation of Freedom of Religion
Perspective of Cases of the European Court of Human Rights

Luo Sha

Abstract As one of the most important fundamental rights of human being in modern society freedom of
religion was confirmed by the international human rights legal documents and the constitutions of most countries
in the world. Article 9 of the European Convention on Human Rights also prescribed that everyone has the
right to freedom of thought conscience and religion. The European Court of Human Rights in its practice has
developed five steps to examine whether a violation to the Convention exists thatis 1 Does the complaint fall
within the scope of the provision? 2 Has there been any interference with the right guaranteed? 3 If so was
it in accordance with the law? 4 Does it pursue a legitimate aim? 5 Is it necessary in a democratic society?
This essay focus on the first two steps and try to analyze the following questions in the system of the case-law
of the Court 1 What is the scope of the right of freedom of religion 2 What will constitute an interference
with the right.
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