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Abstract

The first amendment to the Constitution of the United States established the
principle of freedom of religion. The establishment of this principle is is connected
with the development of Christianity in the United States, especially its early
development. This paper reviews the early development of Christianity in the United
States and explore how r Christianity led to the establishment of the principle of
freedom of religion on the Constitution of the United States.

It is difficult for the various sects of Christianity to rely on the home countrys
support for large development in its development process in the North American
colonies. And because of vast colonies it is easy to open up a base in a colony in case
of persecution of Christians.Within the colonies, the economic development needs to
attract labor, it is unwise to adhere to the strict religious beliefs of a sect. Although
the official church was established during the colonial period, this situation is very
difficult to maintain. Due to the existence of these factors, the North American
colonies became a testing ground for the coexistence of a variety of denominations
of Christianity. Religious freedom is gradually formed in the religious practice of the
British North American colonies. On the other hand, during the colonial period, the
religious freedom of thought from Puritanism developed continuously. In the
eighteenth century, Locke,whose thoutht was full of rational spirit of freedom of
religion, was introduced to the North American colonies. Facing diverse
denominations pattern, affected by the ideas of religious freedom, the founding
fathers of the United States made the principle of religious freedom eventually
established in the United States,first by the State Constitution, then the Declaration
of Independence, and finally by the First Amendment of the Federal Constitution in
1791,.

Whether the formation of diverse sects pattern, the constitutional history of the
development of the ideas of freedom of religion, or the process of establishing of
religious freedom in the constitution is permeated with a Christian background.

Christian played a huge role in the promotion of the religious freedom in the United



States.

Key words:Christianity; Puritanism; Covenant theology; the Constitution of the

United States
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1961), P. 12.

@ Keith W. Kavenaghed. ,Foundations of Colonial America: a documentary history(NewYork:
Chelsea House Publishers, 1974), Vol.3, P.1888.
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KBS 2 45 36 75 JE WA A ok 7 DA 2, JREHE T IRAL Sl R &
Jeo MNP RASTEGEE AR, 3575 e W4 R ABOM ATt 3R A5 5k B 05 s, 20k
HAEFE R AL% . Rk, DPHEA SRR AEEIEE R, e, REEHEEM
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