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The Inheritance and Variation of the Islamic Culture of Marriage
——A Case Study of the Law and Practice of the “Mahr” in Tunisia
ZHU Wen-shan

Abstract: “Mahr” is one of the essential requirements for a legal Muslim marriage, which originated in the custom laws in pre-Islamic
Arab societies, transformed to protect women and their property rights under the Islamic law (Sharia), and preserved in modern legal
systems in today’s Islamic world. In the 1960s, “mahr” was written into the Personal Status Law—the law which is both religious and
modern—in the Tunisian Republic, with the cultural practice of weakened economic role and enhanced symbolic meaning. The
inheritance and variation of this element of the Islamic marriage culture has been influenced by the changes of the political powers of
males and the economic statuses of females.
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