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The Political Meaning and Understanding of Oath:
An Investigation Centred on the 16" Century Henrician Reformation

Lu X1

Abstract: As a solemn act performed on formal occasions and in ceremonies swearing oaths
have been prevalent in the private and public spheres for a long time. In late medieval and early
modern Europe the act of swearing oaths permeated in many aspects of daily life and emanated holy
God’ s power on a basis of its theological origins swearers were thus restrained by morality and con-
science. The effectiveness of oath-taking actions can point differently in particular contexts. In the
first half of the sixteenth century the regime of Henry VIII in England used oaths to implement and
enforce the Reformation while the English people rejected resisted denied and acquiesced to the
Reformation through oaths. Placing the centrality and operational mechanism of oaths in Henrician
Reformation and the psychological path of Thomas More’ s rejection of the Oath of Royal Supremacy
at the heart of the narrative the political implications of oaths in the sphere of public life in early
modern England can be insighted.

Key words: Oath; Henrician Reformation; Thomas More; Conscience
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