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Jiang Sheng, Rumors and Violence: The Consolidation of the Religious Communities during the
French Wars of Religion

The banishments, riots and massacres were concurrent with the wide spreading rumors in most cases
during the French Wars of Religion in the 16" century, which made rumors become a significant
character of the French society during this period. As the representation of scare and anxiety of the
French public, the rumors by virtue of function of ‘violence triggering mechanism’ actually gave impetus
to the transformation of the perpetrators” identification from the victims to the protectors of justice, and
intensified the course of violent activities. Facing the crisis of the religious conflicts and wars, the
French public had their concern about the situation of religious communities which they were involved,
and also had the anxieties relating to their identities. This reflected that the rumors and violence became
the crucial means for the consolidation of religious communities and the strengthening of identification.
As the major crisis of the French society in the second half of the 16" century and the obsession of the
French people remaining in the following centuries, the issue of the community and that of the

identification became the great challenges to the formation of the nation and the modernization of France.

Xu Zhiqiang, The Custom, Law and Rural Order: Centering on the Gleaning Disputes in
England in the 18" and 19" Centuries

The gleaning custom had a long history in the English countryside. However, it increasingly
caused more disputes and lawsuits under the impact of the Enclosure, which not only reflected the
direct conflicts between the interests of the gleaners and those of the landlords and farmers, but deeply
indicated the divergence between traditional customs and principles of law. In 1788, the Court and
Common Pleas publicly denied the legitimacy of gleaning and clarified the long-term ambiguous relation
between the customary right and the property right. However, the gleaning custom was still accepted by
the local society and existed for a long period. The trials of gleaning cases in local courts with the
obvious characteristic of patriarchal protectionism were not strictly based on legal precedents or principles
of law. On the other hand, the tension between gleaning custom and law was alleviated to some extent
through the farmers” regulations on the gleaning and the gleaners” self-discipline. During the progress of

such adjustment, the country gentlemen further strengthened their control of the local society.



